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What comes to your mind when 
you think about Easter? Fluffy 
chicks? Chocolate eggs? The 

start of spring? For many of us, Easter has 
come to represent little more than anoth-
er holiday on the calendar—which means 
days off work, and more food! 

But is that what Easter is really about? 
Is it possible that there is more to this 
story? Let’s try looking at Easter from a 
completely different perspective. Imagine 

you are in a courtroom. A man stands in 
the dock accused of a brutal crime that in-
volves violence and abuse against a child. 
The man has been proven guilty. Indeed, 
after much persuasive evidence, he has 
admitted his guilt, yet he shows little or 
no remorse. The judge knows what the 
law requires, but to your great surprise he 
stands and says: “You have committed a 
series of grave and foul offences against 
an innocent child and have been found 
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guilty on all counts. You deserve the most 
severe penalty the law can offer, but be-
cause I am a loving and kind judge, I will 
let you off, by-passing all laws. You may 
leave this courtroom a free person.”

Now imagine you are the parent of the 
child who was attacked, and you are sit-
ting in the courtroom listening as the 
judge sets your child’s attacker free—just 
because he wanted to be kind to him!

It doesn’t take a degree in psychology 
to imagine what your reaction might be. A 
judge who would do such a thing clearly 
would not be concerned for justice! Simi-
larly a judge who sought to impose penal-
ties more severe than a person’s crime de-
served would also be seen as unjust. What 
we want is a fair penalty for foul play. 

But what if the judge in 
that case pronounced the 
guilty verdict and pre-
scribed the harsh penalty 
demanded by law. Then, 
to the shock of all pre-
sent, the judge stepped 

away from the bench, took off his or her 
judicial robes, and took the condemned 
criminal’s place in the dock, saying, “This 
crime demands the most severe of penal-
ties and that penalty must be administered. 
However, I will take that punishment on 
myself rather than demand that the con-
demned pay the price.” The penalty is paid 
as required, and the law has been satisfied.

Is that a bit of an odd way to introduce 
the topic of Easter? It may seem so until 

The Bible 
describes 

God as the 
“Judge of all 
the earth”.
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you realise that the Bible describes God as 
the “Judge of all the earth”. All human be-
ings will eventually stand before this God 
of justice and give account for their lives. 

The good news, however, is that “Judge” 
is not the only description the Bible gives 
us of God. He is also described as Creator 
and Saviour. He is portrayed as merciful, 
gracious and ready to forgive. He is pre-
sented as the God who is without flaw or 
failure, yet who reaches to rescue His way-

ward and rebellious creation—including 
men and women like us. 

And that is the real story of Easter. It is 
more than fluffy chicks or chocolate eggs. 
It is the Judge of the universe taking the 
place of the condemned so that we could 
be rescued from our wrongdoing. 

The real story of Easter . . . is the 
Judge of the universe 
taking the place of 
the condemned so 
that we could be 

rescued from our wrongdoing.

So how does that work?



– 5 –

According to the Bible, the story be-
gins when God created the first two 
people and placed them in a world 

of perfection and beauty. In giving this 
marvellous home to the man and woman, 
however, God also gave them responsibil-
ity to care for that world—and to enjoy it 
within the rules God had established.

They failed by breaking God’s rules, 
and their wrongdoing had severe conse-
quences. God told them that, if they diso-
beyed His commands, they would experi-
ence death. We too continue to fail—and 
we have been experiencing death ever 
since. This wrongdoing is what the Bible 
calls “sin”, and it broke the relationship be-
tween the perfect, flawless God and the 
people He created. The death sentence—
the long, slow, inevitable decaying of 
life—was placed on all humanity. And 

from ancient times until today, separation 
and death continue to plague our days 
with pain, grief, loss and heartache.

How did we react? Across the world, 
people responded by trying to discover 
ways to earn God’s favour and restore the 
relationship with Him. This is at the very 
heart of religion. It is men and women 
trying to restore what sin has broken by 
making themselves acceptable to God. 
The Bible says, however, that none of 
our efforts, achieve-
ments or religious 
deeds can bridge the 
gap our wrongdoing 
has created between 
us and God.

So, Jesus came.
Jesus of Nazareth 

was a man who lived 

THE STORY OF EASTER
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in the country of Israel about two thou-
sand years ago. He did absolutely nothing 
wrong all His life but was hated by the re-
ligious leaders of the day. In the end they 
conspired to have Him arrested. He was 
falsely accused of many things, including 
blasphemy (insulting God by claiming He 
was the Son of God), and because of this 
He was condemned to death by crucifix-
ion. He died by being nailed to a cross; 
and after it was confirmed He was dead 
(by the Romans, who knew a dead body 
when they saw one!), He was placed in a 
tomb that was sealed by a very large rock. 

When people came to the tomb to em-
balm His body on the third day after His 
death, He had disappeared. A mysterious 
messenger informed them that Jesus had 
risen from the dead! The Bible says that 

for 40 days He appeared to His followers, 
alive, on a number of occasions, claiming 
that He had been raised from the dead. 
Those followers of Christ were completely 
transformed by this risen Saviour. History 
says that these men, who had originally 
hidden because of the fear that they would 
be forced to die with Jesus, became bold as 
they took His story to the world. Most were 
martyred for the message they told.

That is, in a nutshell, the story of Easter. 
It is the time of year when Christians cele-
brate the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. It’s such an important event 
that the Bible says that if Christ had not 
risen from the dead, then the entire Chris-
tian faith would be worthless. So, Easter 
is absolutely vital. It is the issue on which 
Christianity hangs or falls. 
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Let’s face it. On its own, this Easter 
story might seem detached from the 
modern world we live in. But there’s 

a problem with that view: if that story is re-
ally so irrelevant and out of touch, why do 
people around the world claim that this 
very story still changes lives today, nearly 
two thousand years after it was first told? 
Why was Jesus arrested and condemned to 
die the kind of death reserved for the worst 
criminals of His day when He had not com-
mitted any crime worthy of punishment, let 
alone death, under Roman law? And what 
difference can it make to us?

The answer is found in the story that 
opened this reading. God, as judge, knew 
justice and the law had to be satisfied. In 

a world broken by our wrongdoing, the 
penalty for that wrongdoing could no 
more be ignored than the child-abuser 
in the courtroom story could be set free. 
Breaking the law brings about conse-
quences, and those consequences must 

inevitably be faced.
Yet the Bible says 

that when Jesus, 
God’s Son, came into 
the world, He en-
tered life on human 
terms. He perfectly 
kept the law that we 
have failed to live up 
to and then, having 
no wrongdoing of His 

HOW DOES THAT STORY  
FIT IN WITH MINE?
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own to answer for, He stepped down from 
the judicial bench and gave Himself to pay 
the penalty for our sins and failings. 

The Bible says, “In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the [payment] for our sins” (1 
John 4:10). God loves us so much that He 
took our wrongs and their deserved judge-
ment and allowed His Son, Jesus, to bear 
that punishment in our place. 

This may sound extreme and even a bit 
harsh. If God is such a good and loving 
God, why not just let people off and sim-
ply overlook all the things they’ve done 
wrong? Certainly, we have all got things 
wrong before, and we will all get things 

wrong again. Surely a good God would 
just wave His hand and wash away all our 
bad deeds, big and small.

But, again, remember the disturbing 
scene where the judge waved away a hor-
rific crime out of ‘niceness’. It was an unjust 
scenario. And any ‘god’ who would simply 
let people off, despite their crimes, would 
not be a god worthy of the name.

The truth is that a good God, just like a 
good judge, cannot simply by-pass His 
laws and let someone off for a crime and 
still remain good. If God is good, He must 
punish all wrongdoing—and Jesus took 
that punishment in our place.

Only a corrupt judge would free a guilty person.
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But the payment of sin’s penalty is 
only half of the Easter story. Not 
only does the Bible say that Jesus 

died to take the punishment deserved 
by our sins, it also declares that He came 
out of the grave alive 
on the third day after 
His execution. This is 
vitally important be-
cause Christ’s sacrifice 
was not only about 

rescuing us from our sins—it was also in-
tended to provide us the opportunity to 
enter into a new relationship with God. 

This is, in part, why the second half of 
the Easter story is so important. The cross 
may make it seem that the story of Easter 
is primarily about death, but it is not. It 
is about life. By being resurrected, Jesus 
beat death. Had He remained dead af-
ter His crucifixion, He would have died 
bearing the debt owed by us all. But His 

LOVE’S PRICELESS GIFT

Payment of 
sin’s penalty is 
only half of the 
Easter story.
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resurrection shows 
that the penalty has 
been paid, accepted 
and forgotten. And 
if Jesus has beaten 
death, we too can 
live forever and don’t 
need to fear death as 
‘the end’.

Everlasting life is based on having a re-
lationship with God, who is not just called 

Judge but also Father. He’s the Father 
who loved us so much that He allowed Je-
sus to take the penalty for our sins (death) 
on the cross. Then Jesus conquered death 
so that we could have life! The death of 
Christ may have dealt with the penalty of 
sin, but the resurrection of Christ secures 
for us the offer of life—life lived forever as 
a child of the heavenly Father.

The death of Christ may have dealt with the penalty of sin, but the resurrection of Christ secures for us the offer of life.

His resurrection 
shows that 
the penalty 

has been paid, 
accepted and 

forgotten.
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Both the Bible and our own experi-
ence tell us that death has its grip 
on this planet. 

Modern medical ad-
vancements cannot 
stop death; at best 
they can only delay it. 
Death is the ultimate 
appointment that, left 
to ourselves, none of 
us can ever avoid. It 

is the inevitable destination that we resist 
and fight and know we cannot defeat. 

But the Bible makes it clear that we 
were not created for death. We were cre-
ated for life. We were not created for 
judgement. We were created for relation-
ship. This too is at the core of the Easter 
story, for everything that carries the trace 
of sin must be dealt with and resolved so 
that our broken relationship with our Cre-
ator can be restored. 

THE POWER OF LIFE OVER DEATH

Death is 
the ultimate 
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One of the Bible writers captured this 
remarkable challenge in one simple state-
ment, saying, “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). The 
penalty of death was upon us all, but Jesus 
offered life and hope by dying in our place 
and conquering death on our behalf. 

So when we look at this story of Easter 

more closely, we see that it is founded, 
constructed and executed out of the 
deepest love—God’s love for all of hu-
manity. God loves every human being so 
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to pay 
the full price for all the wrongdoings we 
ever committed so that we would not 
have to serve that sentence ourselves. All 
we must do is trust Jesus as our Saviour.

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”  (Romans 6:23).
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The story of Easter is grounded 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
The Christian faith, and in fact 

any hope of mercy from God at all, is 
empty without the two events we have 
discussed—the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. Here, the right sentence from the 
Good Judge is paid in full so we can be 
declared ‘not guilty’ and be found to pos-
sess the right to enter heaven.

The real question now is, will you 
choose to believe what happened at Eas-
ter and trust that Jesus died for you?

If you want to know more about Jesus, 
the Christian faith and what it means to 
live with God, please visit ourdailybread.
org/locations/united-kingdom or send 
the tear off slip to one of the addresses on 
the backcover to receive related material. 
We also encourage you to get in touch 
with a local church in order to meet peo-
ple who can help as you think more about 
who Jesus is. 

OVER TO YOU

The real question now is, 
will you choose to believe what happened at Easter and trust 

that Jesus died for you?
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Easter is all about Jesus.
<

It’s not about His life.

<

It’s not about His miracles.

<

It’s not about His teaching.

<

It’s about His death and  

His resurrection.
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